
number died. It is well known, that it was at this hospital that these
agents were first successfully employed in general operative surgery ; and
so entirely satisfactory have been the results, that no operation of any
importance is now performed there, without the patient being previously
rendered insensible lo suffering by these means. It may not be amiss to
add, that no fatal effects have followed their administration, nor has any
serious ill consequence in a single instance ensued from it.
It appears, then, from these tables, that the whole number of ampu-

tations of large limbs that have ever been performed at the Hospital, is
146, on 141 patients. Of this number, 32 died.
Eighty-live had their limbs removed in consequence of disease ; of

whom 10 died.
Fifty-six in consequence of injniy ; of whom 22 died ; being 1 in S|

of the former, and more lhan I in 3 of the latter.
1)9 patients had the thigh amputated—19 died.
50 had the leg removed below the knee—10 died.
I 1 had amputation above the elbow — 1 died.
II " below "

— 2 died.

141 32
The ages of the patients were as follows :

Under 20 years of age, 26, of whom 4 died.
Between 20 and 30 56, " 11 died.

30 and 40 28, " 10 died.
« 40 and 50 18, " 5 died.
" 50 and 60 7, " 1 died.
" 60 and 70 4, " 1 died.

Over 70 2, " 0 died.

Boston, September, 1850.
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LETTERS FROM SWITZERLAND.
FROM THS EDITORIAL CORRKSFOKDKNCK OF TIMS JOURNAL.

Inteulaken.—Immediately after despatching the last letter, the disco-
very was made of a hospital in Lucerne, where that letter was written.
It may be of service to future voyagers, desirous of visiting such institu-
tions, to know where to find them in this section of the globe, where the
crust of the earlll is thrown into the wildest and most frightful forms ima-
ginable. Mountain peaks of great altitude, and gorges awful to contem-
plate ; leaping waterfalls, perpetual snows, moving rocks, sliding ava-
lanches that make the earth tremble, constituting such extraordinary com-

binations of th.e grand, sublime and beautiful in nature, as can no where
else be found, exert a peculiar influence on even the dullest intellect, and
inspire all who enter this land of geological anomalies, with new emo-
tions. But these poetical suggestions must not be permitted to usurp the
place of matters of professional interest, which should have the first
claim in this communication.
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On one side of the town, quite hidden by the ugliest houses that were
ever contrived, there is a low stone building, will) a small enclosure, that
may have been erected, and probably was, for some purpose foreign to
its present appropriation. This is the public hospital, with accommoda-
tions for 100 patients, yet there are rarely more than forty in it. Exactly
iii front is a formidable mountain, a rival to Righi, called Mount Pilatus,
from the tradition that Pontius Pilate, after the crucifixion, (led to its base,
and drowned himself in the lake of Brüiidlinen, near by. The sides of
the mountain, facing the town, are highly cultivated, and rented to
farmers—and being the property of the hospital, it yields to it an annual
revenue, far beyond its outgoes. The wards for the poor are neatly kept,
the bedding unexceptionable, and the attendance faithful. There is a

small hall, in which a few paying patients are lodged. There are three
surgeons attached to (his hospital—the principal, and leading man, being
Dr. Elmliger, an enthusiastic, ambitious, well-informed gentleman. Most
of the private practice in Switzerland is of a mixed character—midwifery,
surgery, &,c, combined with a shop of drugs. In a country where good
health is to be found, if any where, the practice of medicine cannot be
a very lucrative employment. About fifteen hundred dollars a year, un-
der the most favorable circumstances, is considered a good income Per-
haps not one in twenty realizes five hundred. However, where the wants
are few, and the money in circulation very small, this sum may be equi-
valent to ten times that amount where expenses correspond in magnitude.
At Zi'ig, it may have been mentioned, there is a one room hospital for
the poor, but no one in it.
The Lucerners appear to have had a taste for frescoing their dwellings

on the outside, from a remote epoch. On the towers and the old crumb-
ling walls, paintings of giants, saints, and heroic personages, whose mighty
deeds are recorded in German verse, scarcely discernible, express the
refined notions of the former inhabitants of the town. Over the portal
of one tower is an ideal representation of the music of heaven, in which
one angel is playing on a bass viol and another on a fiddle !

Having arrived at the charming village of Interlaken (that is, between
the lakes of Thune and Brientz), in which travellers from all countries
assemble, excursions have been, and are to be made, from day to day,
till whatever is of value to a physician or naturalist has been satisfactorilyexamined. In one of the early letters from Edinburgh, allusion was made
to Dr. Guggenhuhl, of Abendburg, the first successful instructer of cre-
tins. Well, a mountain, 3000 feet high, and 1200 above Interlaken, has
been ascended on donkeys, to a house, solus, on the brow of a frightful
precipice, which is Dr. Guggenbuhl's institution. In answer to the ques-
tion why such a position was selected for the exercise of his humanity,
he says, as all his admirers do, that it is a point of elevation which was

necessary, as cretinism is at that height never developed. Below 3000
feet, this extraordinary form of idiocy abounds in Switzerland ; and Dr.
G. intimated that in the mountainous regions of the United States, it
would be yet ascertained there is a similar tendency. He fully intends
extending bis researches to the American continent, and within a few
years he will be there. At present, there may be, perhaps, thirty cretin
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children at Abendburg, in which are painfully illustrated a variety of
cerebral imperfections, accompanied by bodily infirmities equally dis-
couraging, but which Dr. G. hopes to relieve. Some are beyond the
reach of science ; but so many are benefited, and are so much strength-
ened in mind, as to appreciate their friends, learn the elements of com-
mon things, and show beyond question that the true system has been
discovered of ameliorating the condition of a peculiar order of beings,
who have heretofore, by the universal consent of society, been supposed
beyond the reach of instruction. A contraction of the tendon of the
heel, followed by a cramping of the toes, is considered by Dr. G. an in-
variably certain indication of the approach of the most common forms of
cretinism. Some children are taken, at the intervening period between
three and eight years, with a slight twisting of the foot, the cause of
which is to be referred to the brain ; and if not arrested by energetic
measures at once, it will certainly terminate in confirmed disease. Al-
though furnished with much information on this important subject, at the
fountain head, no further remarks need here be added, except that the
treatment is almost exclusively frictions, baths, exercise, suitable diet, and
faithful nursing. Dr. Guggenhuhl, who enjoys the confidence of philan-
thropists and medical philosophers generally, is rather singular in his per-
sonal appearance. He is small in stature, with a round head, long,
tangled hair, and a moustache on the upper lip, not very tastefully dress-
ed. He is a bachelor of not far from forty, with a countenance lighted
up with an expression of kindness that is acceptable in any face. In the
official apartments, anatomical colored plates, a few books, casts of idiot
heads, and one of Spurzheim, are conspicuous. Diplomas, too, from
various learned societies, are suspended in frames. He says lie is a uni-
versal believer—for he believes in homoeopathy, in animal magnetism,
and various other modern isms, which are viewed as absurdities by very
respectable numbers of very competent persons in all countries.

In this pretty village, in which the lumber of many centuries is in
juxtaposition with modern structures, is a little hospital in a wing, it looks
to be, of an ancient convent, for the admission of natives who require
immediate surgical assistance. Ten patients is the maximum that can be
taken. It now has eight—an unusual complement—with fractures prin-
cipally. The expense is defrayed by the government of the Canton of
Berne. On entering this Canton, by the way of the long valley lying
between Lucerne and Thune, specimens of goitre begin to he noticeable,
thickening as the traveller advances. More females than males appear
to have this enlargement of the thyroid gland, which in some aged wo-

men, rivals the size of a teacup, on both sides of the throat. The young-
est person on whom incipient goitre has been noticed, was a girl of some
twelve years of age. Some have conjectured that this malady, not of
pain, but deformity and inconvenience, is confined to the peasantry—es-
pecially those who labor in the fields. Future observations, in our pro-
gress through other parts of Switzerland, may result in the collection of
additional facts respecting it. The people themselves manifest no con-
cern in relation to this singular endemic tendency, from any thing we can
discover; and whether the snow water of the Alps, the goat's milk, the
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minerals, in solution taken in potable water, or atmospheric influences, are
the exciting cause, remains to be determined.
A large proportion of the medical practitioners of Switzerland, appear,

on inquiry, to have studied in Paris or Germany. No medical school
exists in any of the Cantons, nor could it probably, were it organized,
for the want of students. It is a question how any practitioners in the
rural districts find enough to do, to keep them from starvation, if they
have no other means of support. In the large towns, there is quite a

show of names, but generally some one takes the lead, and engrosses all
the business, which at best cannot be much.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, OCTOBRER 2, 1850.

Trial of the Apothecary Wakcficld, for Manslaughter.—In the Journal of last
week, the commencement of this trial, on the Saturday preceding, was alluded to.
It was finished Monday evening, anil a verdict of " Not Guilty " rendered bythe jury. Wo give below, from the Traveller of this city, the medical evidence
in the case.
The testimony of Dr. Win. E. Coalo was, that he was called lo Mr. James 11.

Hall, on Sunday evening, July 14th, at his house. He found Mr. II. sick, withpain in limbs, furred tongue, pain in head, &c. ; wrote a prescription for leu
grains of calomel, in the common form. [The prescription was here produced :
it is in pencil mark, but is quite plain.] Saw the palient again at 12 1-2, P. M.,the next day ; did not direct the manner to administer the medicino ; found Mr.
Hall vomiting a fluid like water, with red blood ; was in great bodily pain :
was informed of the mistake that had been made, and that Dr. Flint had boon
called; prescribed laudanum, and found the pain lo leave him ; saw him again
on Tuesday, when he had a quickened pulse, and furred longue; had ceased
vomiting. Directed him to take magnesia. Wednesday, found that there uns
an eruption of varioloid upon Ihe skin; at the next call found lhat the varioloid
was more marked, the febrile symptoms had disappeared, but the vomiting con-
tinued. Saw him on Thursday evening ; thoro had been no vomiting since the
morning, but it was brought on by an attempt to swallow ; alluded lo no pain in
the course of Ihe day. On Friday morning found there had been vomiting throughthe night of bilious and dark-brownish matter. He then described a pain throughthe chest, attacking him as it were by spasms, or on an attempt to swallow ; theskin was cool, almost too much so ; and there was no excitement of the pulse :
the varioloid was progressing. The next day there was no marked change.
On Sunday the condition of things was very much the same, except that the
distress of the chest was more internal ; described to be like that of Ihe stabs of
a sharp knife. Tuesday the symptoms were very urgent, and I visiled him twice
in the day and at 10 at night. The varioloid was last drying up ; the strengthof the patient was failing : Ihe vomiting was more frequent; distress increased ;skin cold ; pulse about 70. On Wednesday ihe case was so serious that a con-
sultation was held at 1 o'clock with Dr. lligelow, but Ihe treatment was not alter-
ed. The varioloid still continued to dry up. Dr. Bigelow attributed the vomitingpossibly lo Ihe varioloid. In the evening the patient spoke more encouraginglyof himself. On Thursday morning, there were the same symptoms; on the
samo afternoon was called suddenly to him, and found him dead. During the
whole of Ihe sickness there was an entire suppression of urine. Made post-mor-
tem examination. The stomach contained some Huid of particular appearance as
regards color. Here the Court adjourned to Monday morning.Monday Morning.—Examination of Dr. Wm. E. Coale, resumed.—The stomach
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